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4th ANNOUNCEMENT and CALL FOR REGISTRATION 

for the 

2nd Region 6 Transportation-Climate Summit   
 

 

 

HOSTED BY: The Southern Plains Transportation Center (SPTC) and the South Central – 

Climate Science Center (SC-CSC) 

 

VENUE: The National Weather Center, Norman, Oklahoma   http://nwc.ou.edu/ 

 

DATE AND TIME: Monday, November 14, 2016 from 8:30 am – 3:30 pm  
 

 

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE: Our transportation systems are facing increasing challenges 

due to extreme weather and climate variability. For example, rising seas, increasing storm 

severity, extreme temperature cycles, severe winter snows and droughts are creating increasing 

demands on infrastructure and operations. Transportation officials, engineers and scientists 

must come to together with the weather and climate community to develop viable solutions to 

these complex and costly challenges. This summit brings together weather and climate and 

transportation specialists to educate one another, spur new ideas and promote fruitful 

collaborations for research at and between our regional universities, transportation departments 

and government research institutions.  

 

This is our second summit and we have a great program planned, with renowned experts from 

the climate, weather, and transportation sectors sharing their insights into weather and climate 

impacts on transportation. A key difference, and exciting development in the program this time 

is that we are able to showcase some of the research projects funded by SPTC during the 

sessions after lunch. This was not possible at our last summit, as the center was just spinning 

up its research program. Also, our students will play a major role in this program; we will have 

three oral presentations by graduate student researchers and student posters on display 

created by the Transportation Leadership Council Chapters at the SPTC consortium partners.  

http://nwc.ou.edu/
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There will also be time for networking, with breaks and lunch held in the beautiful National 

Weather Center Atrium.  

 

REGISTRATION: There is no cost to register for the one-day summit. However, all attendees 

must be registered so that the organizers may plan in advance. Due to space limitations, 

registrations will be limited to 200 persons. Please do not register unless you plan to attend. 

The deadline to register for this event is November 7, 2016. 

 

To register for this event, please click on the following link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2nd-

region-6-transportation-climate-summit-registration-27775276600 

 

HOTEL ACCOMODATIONS: Special room rates have been blocked for November 13 through 

November 15, 2016 at the Marriott NCED Conference Center and Hotel. When making your 

reservation, please reference the SPTC Transportation Climate Summit.   

 

TRAVEL AND DIRECTIONS: 

 

NCED Conference Center and Hotel 

2801 East State Hwy 9, Norman, OK. 73071 

(405) 447-9000 

Reservations must be made by 10/23/2016 

to take advantage of the special room rates  

 

 

From Will Rogers World Airport 

Take I-44 W to I-240 at exit 1A.  

Exit 4A onto I-35 S.  

Take the OK-9 E exit loop 

Continue going east, hotel will be on the left 

side (about 10 miles) 

 

For accommodations on the basis of disability, please contact The Southern Plains 

Transportation Center at (405) 325-4682 for assistance.     

 

CONTACTS: Please contact Dominique Pittenger (SPTC) at dominiquep@ou.edu or Aparna 

Bamzai (SC-CSC) at aparna@ou.edu for more information. 

 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT HOURS (PDHs): Content covered in this program is 

equivalent to six (6) professional development hours (PDH). Certificates will be available at the 

conclusion of this event. 

 

PROGRAM: We are very excited about the participation of our invited speakers noted below. 

Their biographical information will be posted at http://www.sptc.org/. 

 

 

“The University of Oklahoma is an equal opportunity institution.” 

 

 

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2nd-region-6-transportation-climate-summit-registration-27775276600
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2nd-region-6-transportation-climate-summit-registration-27775276600
mailto:dominiquep@ou.edu
mailto:aparna@ou.edu
http://www.sptc.org/
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8:30 am - 9:00 am Welcoming Remarks 

9:00 am - 9:40 am “Taking Climate Science on the Road: Using Climate Models for 

Transportation Decisions in the Southern Plains,” Dr. Elinor 

Martin (School of Meteorology, University of Oklahoma)  

9:40 am - 10:20 am “Evaluation of Hydrologic Impacts of Climate Change,” Dr. Baxter 

Vieux (Vieux and Associates, Inc.)  

10:20 am - 10:35 am Refreshments Break 

10:35 am – 11:15 am “'Current Trends and Future Projections of Transportation-

Relevant Temperature and Precipitation Extremes in the South 

Central U.S.,” Dr. Esther Mullens (South Central Climate Science 

Center, University of Oklahoma) 

11:15 am – 11:55 pm “21st Century Weather-Climate Challenges Facing Transportation 

Agencies,” Mr. Brad Mirth, Maintenance Engineer (Oklahoma 

Department of Transportation) 

11:55 pm – 12:55 pm Lunch Break (Poster Viewing in Atrium) 

12:55 pm – 1:15 pm “Evaluation of the 1-Day, 1%AEP Rainfall Depths in Oklahoma,” 

Blake Kronkosky (Ph.D. Student, Texas Tech University) 

1:15 pm – 1:35 pm “Enhancing Driver Safety During Severe Weather,” Dr. 

Mohammed Atiquzzaman (University of Oklahoma) 

1:35 pm – 1:55 pm “Impact of Extreme Summer Temperatures on Bridge Structures,” 

Dr. Micah Hale (University of Arkansas) 

1:55 pm – 2:15 pm “Feasibility of Using Phase Change Materials (PCM) to Mitigate 

Distresses in Asphalt Concrete Caused by Extreme High 

Temperatures,” Tharanga Dissanayaka (Ph.D. Student, Texas 

Tech University) 

2:15 pm – 2:30 pm Refreshment Break 

2:30 pm – 2:50 pm “Effects of Blowing Dust on Highway Safety: Characteristics of 

Emission "Hot Spots",” Dr. Junran Li (University of Tulsa) 

2:50 pm – 3:10 pm “Durability Performance of High Volume Recycled Concrete 

Pavements,” Jonathan T. Drury (Ph.D. Student, University of 

Oklahoma) 

3:10 pm – 3:30 pm “Impact of Severe Drought on the Compacted Expansive Clays 

(Subgrade) in Northern Louisiana,” Dr. Jay Wang (Louisiana Tech 

University) 

3:30 pm Adjourn 


